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Newsletter for the Bismarck historical society

In 2018, the Bismarck Historical Society Board of Directors approved a sum of $1000 to revamp the Society’s website, 
bismarckhistory.org. Board President Kate Waldera worked closely with the team at Tao Interactive of Bismarck to bring 
the site up to modern standards. The new site has a fresh look, simpler navigation, and is mobile-friendly.

- Links to renewing your membership or making a donation 
to the Society

- A preview of our Facebook page
- Minutes from meetings of the Board of Directors
- Past issues of the Capital Past Times, the official 

newsletter of the Bismarck Historical Society
- An always up-to-date Calendar of Events 
- Links to many of our past programs, many of which are 

available to watch either on Dakota Media Access or our 
own YouTube channel 

- Our “Virtual History Museum”, which links you to various 
resources, including:
• Digital Horizons Online & Bismarck – Capital 

City Memories
• Several Society-created online exhibits
• A high-resolution, zoom-able image of an 1883 Birds-

eye map of Bismarck
• “The History of Bismarck Project”, a documentary 

video series
• “It Happened in Bismarck”, which gives the reader 

an on-this-day types glimpse on various years of 
Bismarck’s history

• A collection of “Postcards of the Past”
• “Voices of Bismarck”, a collection of audio and video 

interviews conducted in 2004

MARCH 2019 www.BisMARCkHistoRy.oRg

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR NEW WEBSITE?

“The homepage of our website, bismarckhistory.org.”

“The website provides a short feed of posts of our Facebook 
page, found at facebook.com/bismarckhistoricalsociety. Please 
note that the Society also manages a Facebook group, History of 
Bismarck, ND, which currently brings together nearly 700 local 
history lovers in one place to discuss all things Bismarck history.”



by Kate Waldera
History brought alive in the eyes of a 

child! In early January I had the privilege 
to guide four groups of 4th graders from 
Sunrise Elementary through the history of 

steam boating and the part it played in Bismarck’s history. They studied 
a simple display of steamboat pictures from the Bismarck-Capital City 
Memories digital photo archive, perused various books on the subject, 
and looked in wonder at the original inspection document certifying 
the Rosebud’s readiness as a passenger vessel and a framed picture 
showing early Bismarck. We also played a “connect the dots” game 
linking pictures of the original “Far West”, Captain Grant Marsh, and the 
I-94 bridge. Eager minds came up with insightful questions, and their 
attentiveness was delightful. “Wow” and “awesome” were words I heard 
many, many times during my brief time with each class. I so enjoyed 
these children, whose frame of reference is only within the last decade. 
Hopefully, I instilled a curiosity about and an appreciation for the by-gone 
days that made Bismarck the thriving metropolitan area that it is today. 
And that is what the Bismarck Historical Society strives to do with each 
and every program and their networking and advocacy efforts with like-
minded organizations. Let’s all look at our history with the same interest 
and vitality as these students did and use every opportunity to “learn, 
preserve, and promote the history of Bismarck.”
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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
THIS IS A QUICK UPDATE ON WHAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAS BEEN UP TO:

- Continuing Cook Book sales – our 
cook book recently cleared all 
expenses and is now generating 
funds for the organization

- Bismarck History Book – a 
committee is continuing work writing 
an updated Bismarck history book, 
with hopes to have it published and 
available by 2022

- Camp Hancock Friends Agreement 
– our society has entered an 
agreement which allows us to help 
support Camp Hancock through 
volunteer and fundraising activities

- Strategic Plan – following a strategic 
planning session led by Connie 
Sprynczynatyk, the board will be 
developing a strategic plan for the 
next few years

- The board asks that members keep 
us apprised of any changes of your 
mailing or email addresses.

- Establishing a relationship with the 
City of Bismarck via a place on a 
City Planning Bureau

- Possible logo and branding updates

- Continue to accept the donation 
of various artifacts representing 
Bismarck’s history

- Maintain involvement in the 
discussions to preserve the BNSF 
railroad bridge

- Beginning planning events for 
Bismarck’s 150th birthday in 2022



THANKS FOR THESE GREAT PROGRAMS:
ANNUAL MEETING – NOVEMBER 14, 2018 

Another successful annual meeting, in which 
we celebrated the past year of accomplishments 
and programs, including a tribute to Ev Miller. 
Big thanks to North Dakota Guaranty & Title Co. 
and H.A. Thompson & Sons for their support.

HIGHLAND ACRES AREA NATIONAL REGISTRATION NOMINATION – DECEMBER 12, 2018

Presentation on the history of the Highland 
Acres area and a short Q&A on the benefits 
and implications of potentially being placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

SEMI-PRO BASEBALL IN NORTH DAKOTA – JANUARY 9, 2019

Terry Bohn presented on semi-pro baseball 
in North Dakota, highlighting teams, players, 
and the general experience of being a player, 
family member, or fan of the game.

THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF LEO LALONDE – FEBRUARY 13, 2019 

Mike LaLonde & Ann Vadnie presented on 
the important photographers from Bismarck’s 
history, highlighting the work of Mike’s father, 
Leo LaLonde.

TRIVIA
MEIGS AVENUE CHANGED TO BROADWAY

You might be familiar with the fact that the Broadway 
Avenue we know today once went by a different name. 
In 1872, when Col. George Washington Sweet and his 
party of surveyors platted the original town site that 
would become Bismarck, the street running parallel to 
and one block north of Main Avenue was christened 
“Meigs Avenue”. The namesake of the road was 
General Montgomery C. Meigs, a Civil War veteran 
and important player in the development of Arlington 
National Cemetery. General Meigs’ son, also named 

Montgomery, was an engineer 
in Col. Sweet’s party and helped 
stake out the plat of the new town.

In early 1886, a petition was 
referred to the City Council 
to change Meigs Avenue to 
“Broadway Avenue”. With many 
of the petition signers being 
leading businessmen, the referral 
was quickly accepted.



Bismarck Historical Society
PO. Box 47
Bismarck, ND 58502

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

  Individual: $30.00

  Family: $45.00

 Corporate Member: $110.00

 Donation $ _______

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP CODE

EMAIL

PHONE

Make checks payable to: 
Bismarck Historical Society 

P.O. Box 47 
Bismarck, ND 58502

Or renew online: 
www.BismarckHistory.org

COMING EVENTS:
MARCH 13, 2019

RESEARCHING THE ARCHITECTURE 
OF PURCELL, FEICK, AND 
ELMSLIE IN BISMARCK, ND
by Emily Sakariassen

APRIL 10, 2019

“HISTORY OF SLEEPY HOLLOW”
presented by Susan Lundberg

MAY 8, 2019

FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATION  
Details TBA

IMPORTANT NOTE:
All programs, unless noted otherwise, will 
begin at 6:30 and be held in Room 
A at the Bismarck Public Library.

More information on coming events in the 
next newsletter.

IN MEMORIAM
MARJEAN SCHAUER

On January 9, 2019, MarJean Schauer passed away at the age of 88. MarJean 
volunteered some of her time to the Bismarck Historical Society.  Her contribution 
to the Society greatly appreciated. Our condolences go out to her family and 
friends. She will be missed.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Do you have an idea for a great historical article or story that would be a perfect 
fit on the front page of this newsletter? If you’ve got an original piece you’d like to 
have considered for print you can by submit it to Evan Laib at ejlaib1@gmail.com. 
Pieces may also be considered for sharing on our website or Facebook page.


